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SCHOOL OF ENGLISH

nn Choose whether definitions (i) or (ii) best describe examples (a) or (b).
Q1. a)	I read at least one book every week
and sometimes read more than one.

i) present tense of the verb
“to read”
ii) past tense of the verb
“to read”

b) Sarah read the book before she saw
the film.

Q2. a)	John always leads the way when we go
walking in the forest.
b) In the Middle Ages, alchemists used to try
to turn lead into gold.

i) a soft, heavy metal which is
silver or grey in colour and
denser than most common
materials

Q3. a)	When Sarah goes to the cinema, she always

i) an argument

tries to sit in the front row.
b) John and his girlfriend were supposed to
go away together last weekend but they
ended up having such a bad row that they
had to cancel the trip.

Q4. a)	Sarah received so many birthday presents

ii) a group of things or people
arranged in a straight line

i) a gift

this year that she didn’t know what to do
with them.
b) John is still living in Germany at present,
but he will be back in Britain at the end
of June.

Q5. a)	When she was a little girl, Sarah used
to wear a bow in her hair.
b) In the old days, people were expected
to bow when they met their kings.

SCHOOL OF ENGLISH

Sede 1
Vía Augusta 6 Bjs.
(Esq. Avda. Diagonal)
08006 Barcelona

Sede 2
Séneca 33 Bjs.
(Esq. Vía Augusta)
08006 Barcelona

Tel1. 934 155 452
Tel2. 933 686 148

ii) the current time

i) to bend the knee or incline
the head
ii) a decorative interlacing
of ribbon or other fabrics
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ii) to go first, guide
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Q6. a) It takes about seven minutes to boil an egg.
b) The germ theory of disease states that
many diseases are caused by minute
organisms, invisible to the naked eye.

Q7. a)	Although he lived in China for many years,
John is now back in England again.
b) Sarah loves listening to music and goes
to see as many bands live as she can.

Q8. a)	Dusseldorf is quite close to Cologne and so

i) sixty seconds
ii) very small

i) [music] performing directly,
not prerecorded
ii) to reside or dwell
(somewhere)

i) near

you can easily visit both in one day.

Q9. a)	John found Latin very confusing because
you always have to remember a different
form for the subject and the object.
b) Sarah objects to her mother’s support
for the local fox-hunting club.

Q10. a)	John’s grandfather was shot by the Army
during the war because he tried to desert.
b) The largest desert on earth is the Antarctic.
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ii) shut

i) recipient of the action
of a verb

ii) put forward objection
or opposition

i) area of landscape where little
or no precipitation occurs
ii) to leave or run away from
(service, duty etc.)
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b) These days, the shops close a lot later than
they used to in the old days.

EXERCISE

Homographs

SCHOOL OF ENGLISH

ANSWERS
A1. a)	I read at least one book every week
and sometimes read more than one.

i) present tense of the verb
“to read”
ii) past tense of the verb
“to read”

b) Sarah read the book before she saw
the film.

A2. a)	John always leads the way when

i) a soft, heavy metal which is
silver or grey in colour and
denser than most common
materials

we go walking in the forest.
b) In the Middle Ages, alchemists used
to try to turn lead into gold.

A3. a)	When Sarah goes to the cinema,

i) an argument

she always tries to sit in the front row.
b) John and his girlfriend were supposed
to go away together last weekend but
they ended up having such a bad row
that they had to cancel the trip.

A4. a)	Sarah received so many birthday

ii) a group of things or people
arranged in a straight line

i) a gift

presents this year that she didn’t
know what to do with them.
ii) the current time

b) John is still living in Germany
at present, but he will be back
in Britain at the end of June.

A5. a)	When she was a little girl, Sarah used
to wear a bow in her hair.
b) In the old days, people were expected
to bow when they met their kings.
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i) to bend the knee or incline
the head
ii) a decorative interlacing
of ribbon or other fabrics
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ii) to go first, guide
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b) The germ theory of disease states that
many diseases are caused by minute
organisms, invisible to the naked eye.

A7. a)	Although he lived in China for many years,
John is now back in England again.
b) Sarah loves listening to music and goes
to see as many bands live as she can.

A8. a)	Dusseldorf is quite close to Cologne and

i) sixty seconds
ii) very small

i) [music] performing directly,
not prerecorded
ii) to reside or dwell
(somewhere)
i) near

so you can easily visit both in one day.
b) These days, the shops close a lot later
than they used to in the old days.

A9. a)	John found Latin very confusing because
you always have to remember a different
form for the subject and the object.
b) Sarah objects to her mother’s support
for the local fox-hunting club.

A10. a)	John’s grandfather was shot by the Army
during the war because he tried to desert.
b) The largest desert on earth is the Antarctic.
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ii) shut

i) recipient of the action
of a verb
ii) put forward objection
or opposition
i) area of landscape where little
or no precipitation occurs
ii) to leave or run away from
(service, duty etc.)
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A6. a) It takes about seven minutes to boil an egg.

